Years in the Reichstag
such dumping on foreign markets and accused the
government of having joined in a conspiracy to
transform the tariff on steel and iron into a " cartel
revenue" ! Something was wrong in the nation
if private business was to be permitted to rule the
government!
Although later  developments  proved my  accusa-
tions to be justified, the government of the profiteers
did not divulge any of the vital information to the
house.    My political colleagues, aware that this was
a decisive phase in German history, felt impelled to
do their utmost to prevent the republic from launch-
ing on a disastrous new course.    This course consisted
of an  attempt to  transform  a social republic into
one dominated by economic royalists.    The alliance
between the barons of the wheat fields and those
of steel,  each group  granting  the  other  economic
privileges  at  the  expense  of the  masses,  promised
to be translated, once the moment seemed opportune,
into political power far superior to the number of
people these two groups represented.    Of course, we
still believed in human reason and therefore made
every effort by argument and  a sober,  well-docu-
mented presentation of facts   to  convince  those  of
our opponents who did not belong to either of the
conspiring  groups.    Every  member  of our  parlia-
mentary group was called on to collaborate.   And
everyone did.   Long before the discussion started, we
had   appointed  a special staff of research workers
to   investigate   the   fundamentals   of  the   problems
and to examine every aspect of the proposed new
tariff.
My  friend  Dr.   Rudolf Breitscheid  was  charged
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